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‘Furoshiki’:

Naoko Kuramochi
STAFF WRITER

It started out as a bathmat before evolv-
inginto a bag, gift wrapping, even a table-
cloth and a scarf. And now “furoshiki,”
that simple traditional square of Japa-
nese cloth, is becoming a fashionable
‘“green” accessory all over the world.

According to the Furoshiki Study
Group, the universal fabric’s name,
which literally means bathmat, was
coined during the Edo Period (1603-1868),
when local people used it as a mat after a
good soak at a public bathhouse. Later, its
use spread widely, for example, as a trav-
el bag and trousseau bag.

The great thing about furoshiki is that
it is reusable. So as a daily shopping bag,
it reduces the use of paper and plastic
bags. Giving gifts by furoshiki can avoid
massive amounts of wrapping paper ev-
ery gift season. Afterward, people can use
it again and again for different purposes
in new styles. This classic square of cloth
embodies the spirit of “mottainai,” rough-
ly equivalent to “reduce, reuse and recy-
cle,” promoted by Kenyan Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Wangari Maathai.

The environmentally friendly fabric
has recently been given a new lease of life

a green gift with many daily uses

U.S., where they had attracted a lot of me-
dia attention. They have contemporary
patterns, such as spots, leopard print, ros-
es and stripes, and are made from lus-
trous materials. Prices start at ¥1,575.
Sanyo Shokai Ltd. said that some depart-
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ment stores sell furoshiki by the Spanish
fashion brand Sybilla. Prices start from
'¥800.

Once regarded as an old-fashioned,
specialty store item, reasonable prices,
modern designs and international brands
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have made furoshiki popular once more.
Folding the cloth is simple.

For a basic gift wrap, place the furoshi-
ki diagonally on a table so that one corner
is in front of you. Put your gift in the cen-
ter of the furoshiki and take the corner
nearest you over to other side, and vice
versa. Hold the left and right sides of the
corners above the object and tie twice.
When you tie them a second time, make
sure that you lay the left corner on the
right side and tie them firmly.

To create a shopping bag, place the fu-
roshiki squarely in front of you. Tie the
two closest corners of the upper and lower
left sides so the corners disappear. Tie
them again to create a ring, which be-
comes the handle. Thenrepeat for the oth-
er two corners.

Kyoto Kakefuda introduces another bag
style onits Web site (www.kakefuda.co.jp):
place an inside out furoshiki on a table and
fold it to form a triangle. Make an over-
hand knot on each base corner of the tri-
angle. Hold the top of the triangle inside
out to show the face of the furoshiki. Now,
the overhand knots are inside the furoshi-

ki. Fiinally, tie two corners twice and it be-
comes a shoulder bag.

These are just a few examples and
many more folds can be found by just typ-

ing “furoshiki” on YouTube.
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as a fashion item. Kyoto Kakefuda, a spe-
cialty furoshiki shop founded in 1925, used
to sell only custom-made silk furoshiki,
but in 2005, it began to sell ready-made,
modern-style cotton furoshiki decorated
with Japanese auspicious omen motifs for
¥5,460. Online shop Motai started to im-
port Bobo furoshiki in October from the
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Traditional arts, crafts make memorable gifts
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